
 

AHRC Doctoral Studentship with Collaborative Doctoral Awards benefits  
 
MONASTIC PLANNING IN MEDIEVAL SCOTLAND 
 
The collaborating partners in this project are the School of Art History of the University of St 
Andrews and Historic Scotland. The student will be based primarily in the School of Art History 
of the University of St Andrews.  
 
The student will gather and collate the architectural, archaeological and documentary evidence 
for the wider precincts of Scottish religious houses founded between the revival of the Church in 
the early twelfth century and the Reformation in 1560. S/he will bring together a detailed body 
of information on the ways in which the houses of the various orders met their religious, social 
and economic needs in the buildings they planned and built for themselves. 

The successful candidate for the studentship will have a first or good upper-second class degree 
in art history, archaeology or history, and preferably will be able to demonstrate an established 
interest in medieval architecture. 

The commencement date of the award will be 1 October 2014  

Further particulars are available from Mrs Margaret Hall (mgh5@st-andrews.ac.uk) or from 
Professor Richard Fawcett (rf41@st-andrews.ac.uk) 
 
Applications should be submitted using the University of St Andrews normal PhD application 
form which is available from our website:  
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/admissions/pg/research/ 
 
The closing date for applications is 1 April 2014, and interviews are likely to be held at a date 
between 28 April and 2 May 2014. 
 
Applications should include: 

Application Form 
CV/Résumé 
Personal Statement or Letter of Intent 
A sample of academic writing (for example an undergraduate or masters degree essay) 
University transcripts  
Two academic references 
English Language Qualification – IELTS/TOEFL Certificate where applicable 

 

 



FURTHER PARTICULARS  
 
 
AHRC Doctoral Studentship  
with Collaborative Doctoral Awards benefits  
 
MONASTIC PLANNING IN MEDIEVAL SCOTLAND 
  
St Andrews University 
 
The University of St Andrews is Scotland’s oldest university, and the third oldest university in 
the United Kingdom; it is currently celebrating its 600th anniversary. Situated on the east coast 
of Scotland, the town is set in a breathtaking position. On one side it has the rolling fields and 
wooded hills of Fife, but to north and east it looks out over a rocky headland to the dramatic 
waters of the North Sea. The University offers a vibrant intellectual community with an 
extraordinary number of lectures and seminars throughout the year, many of them by world-
class scholars. This new studentship is a wonderful opportunity to work with leading academic 
staff on a ground-breaking new project, while being able to explore Scotland and further afield. 
  
The nature and scope of the study 
 
Although architectural analysis or archaeological investigation has been carried out at several 
Scottish monastic sites, there is still insufficient understanding of the planning and architecture 
of their buildings, other than the churches. This is especially true of the outlying structures of the 
precinct, whose planning was governed as much by topography and water supply as by the 
traditions that applied to the nucleus of buildings around the cloister.  
 
The aim of this project is to gather and collate the architectural, archaeological and documentary 
evidence for the monastic buildings of all Scotland’s monastic foundations founded between the 
revival of the Church in the early twelfth century and the Reformation in 1560. This is a project 
that is fully manageable within the three-years of a PhD studentship. Some 125 religious houses 
of various kinds were established in medieval Scotland, of which there are significant structural 
remains of about 51, and fragmentary remains of at least 13 more. Of these, 26 of the most 
impressive are in the care of Historic Scotland.  
 
In addition to adding to academic knowledge, the research will assist the work of Historic 
Scotland, the heritage body responsible for the legal definition, conservation and management of 
the sites. It will be of practical value in reaching decisions on the protection of the sites, and in 
enhancing understanding, interpretation and presentation of them. 
 
Extensive fieldwork will be an essential part of the project. But there will also be research into 
sources such monastic cartularies, papal correspondence and royal accounts, much of which is 
available in published form. Additional information on some sites is to be found in collections 
such as  those brought together by General George Henry Hutton (National Library of 
Scotland), and in the work of early topographers including John Slezer, Francis Grose and 
Thomas Pennant.  
 
It will also be necessary to work through excavation reports, including those in the early files of 
the Office of Works (National Records of Scotland). Much of this information has already been 



gathered and is held by Historic Scotland as a database; georeferenced plots with this 
information will be made available.  
 
In addition, it will be important to explore how the planning and uses of the buildings changed 
through time. Particular attention may be paid to modifications required in the later middle ages, 
when there were changed attitudes to private space and property. Since at many monasteries 
parts of the buildings were adapted as residences for the post-Reformation owners, research may 
also focus on the published histories of those families for references to the uses of the buildings.  
 
The result of the project will be a much fuller understanding of an important aspect of Scotland’s 
cultural, architectural and religious history, leading to greater confidence in interpreting the 
layout and architectural forms of the monastic houses. This will meet the aim of Historic 
Scotland to support world class research that allows sound information to be presented at the 
sites for the benefit of visitors.  
 
The student 
 
The successful applicant will be an art historian, archaeologist or historian, who can preferably 
demonstrate an established interest in medieval ecclesiastical architecture. S/he will have a first 
class or good upper-second class undergraduate degree. Since the project will involve a 
considerable amount of fieldwork, a clean driving licence will be an advantage. 
 
The student will be based in the School of Art History at St Andrews and her/his work will be 
supervised by Professor Richard Fawcett at St Andrews University, and by Dr Kirsty Owen at 
Historic Scotland. 
  
The commencement date of the award will be 1 October 2014  

Further particulars are available from Mrs Margaret Hall (mgh5@st-andrews.ac.uk) or from 
Professor Richard Fawcett (rf41@st-andrews.ac.uk) 
 
Applications should be submitted using the University of St Andrews normal PhD application 
form which is available from our website:  
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/admissions/pg/research/ 
 
 
The closing date for applications is 1 April 2014, and interviews are likely to be held at a date 
between 28 April and 2 May 2014. 
 
Applications should include: 

Application Form 
CV/Résumé 
Personal Statement or Letter of Intent 
Sample of Academic Writing (for example an undergraduate or masters degree essay) 
University transcripts  
Two academic references 
English Language Qualification – IELTS/TOEFL Certificate where applicable 

 


